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Amendments to the Claims 

1 . (currently amended): A method for breaking the viscosity of polymer gelled 
aqueous fluids comprising a crosslinked guar or derivatized guar polymer gel, the 
method comprising adding an effective amount of at least one aminocarboxylic 
acid to break down the gel by acting on the crosslinker and primarily directly on 
the polymer gel , where the aminocarboxylic acid is selected from the group 
consisting of ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid (EDTA). propylgnqdiamine- 
tQtr^acgtic grid (PPTA), hy^roxYQthylene^iaminet?trggcettcaqi d (HEDTA) , 
nitrilotriacetic acid (NTA) r ethvienediaminetriacetic acid (HEDTAl ethvlenedi- 
aminediacetic acid (H^EDDA). dihydrate ethylenediaminediacetic acid (2H?Q 
EDTA). salts of these acids, and mixtures thereof: where the method is 
conducted at a temperature between about 120°F (49°C) and about 280°F 
(138°C) and in the absence of an oxidizer effective to break viscosity within this 
temperature range . 

2-3. (canceled) 

4. (original): The method of claim 1 where the polymer is a polysaccharide. 

5. (canceled) 

6. (original): The method of claim 1 where the aminocarboxylic acid is selected 
from the group consisting of the sodium salt, the potassium salt, and the 
ammonium salt of the acid. 

7. (canceled) 

8. (original): The method of claim 1 where in adding the aminocarboxylic acid, 
the amount of aminocarboxylic acid added ranges from about 0.1 to about 30.0 
pptg (from about 0.01 to about 3.4 kg/m 3 ) based on the total volume of fluid. 
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9. (currently amended): A method for breaking the viscosity of aqueous fluids 
comprising a crosslinked guar or derivatized guar polymer gel, the method com- 
prising adding an effective amount of at least one aminocarboxylic acid to break 
down the gel by acting on the crosslinker and primarily directly on the polymer 
gel, where the aminocarboxylic acid is selected from the group consisting of 
ethylenediaminetetraacetic add (EDTA) and salts thereof at a temperature 
between about 120°F (49°C) and about 220 e F MQ4°Cl propylenediamine- 
tetraacetic acid (PDTA) and salts thereof at a temperature between about 140°F 
(60°C) and about 230°F (1 10°C) . hydroxyethylenediaminetetraacetic acid 
(HEDTA) and salts thereof at a temperature between about 190°F (88°C) and 
about 280° F M38°C) . nitrilotriacetic acid (NTA), ethylenediaminetriacetic acid 
(HEDTA), ethylenediaminediacetic acid (H 2 EDDA) ( dihydrate ethylenediaminedi- 
acetic add (2H 2 0 EDTA), salts of these acids, at a temperature between ^b out 
120°F (49°C) and about 280°F (138°C). and mixtures thereof, and where the 
method is conducted at a t e mp e ratur e b e twoon about 12Q°F ( 4 9°C) and about 
280° F (138°C) in the absence of an oxidizer effective to break viscosity within 
the temperature ranges . 

10. (canceled) 

1 1 . (original): The method of daim 9 where the polymer is a polysaccharide. 

12. (original): The method of daim 9 where the aminocarboxylic acid is selected 
from the group consisting of the sodium salt, the potassium salt, and the 
ammonium salt of the acid. 

13. (original): The method of daim 9 where in adding the aminocarboxylic add, 
the amount of aminocarboxylic add added ranges from about 0. 1 to about 30.0 
pptg (from about 0.01 to about 3.4 kg/m 3 ) based on the total volume of fluid. 
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14-22. (canceled) 

23. (new): The method of claim 1 in the absence of an enzyme to break viscosity 
within the temperature range. 

24. (new): The method of claim 9 in the absence of an enzyme to break viscosity 
within the temperature ranges. 

25. (new): The method of claim 9 where the aminocarboxylic acid is selected 
from the group consisting of NTA, HEDTA, H 2 EDDA, 2H 2 0 EDTA, salts of these 
adds, and the temperature ranges between about 150°F (66°C) and about 260° 
F(127°C). 

26. (new): The method of claim 9 where the aminocarboxylic acid is selected 
from the group consisting of EOTA and salts thereof at a temperature between 
about 130°F (54°C) and about 200° F (93°C), PDTA and salts thereof at a 
temperature between about 150°F (66°C) and about 210° F (99°C), HEDTA and 
salts thereof at a temperature between about 190°F (88°C) and about 240° F 

(1 16°C), NTA, HEDTA, H 2 EDDA, 2H z O EDTA, salts of these acids, and the 
temperature ranges between about 150°F (66°C) and about 260° F (127°C). 

27. (new): The method of claim 1 where the aminocarboxylic acid is selected 
from the group consisting of PDTA, HEDTA, HEDTA P H 2 EDDA, salts of these 
acids, and mixtures thereof 

28. (new): The method of claim 9 where the aminocarboxylic acid is selected 
from the group consisting of PDTA, HEDTA, HEDTA, H 2 EDDA, salts of these 
acids, and mixtures thereof. 
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